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Meet our NET

Mr Portman
I'm Rich Portman, the Native-speaking English Teacher
(NET) here at Po Kwong. | joined the school in 2017, becoming
the first NET in a school for students with intellectual disabilities.
Arriving at Po Kwong, | joined a team of five local English
teachers working with a school-based syllabus. Our co-teaching
model means that working together and sharing ideas is a big
part of our job. Having a NET become part of the team provides
the school with an additional teacher, and makes available the
wide range of resources the EDB's NET Section has to offer,
including the guidance of an Advisory Teacher.

Joining the staff at Po Kwong is something that I'm very
grateful for. The school community is very welcoming and
provides a lot of support, ensuring that the overall atmosphere
is one of positivity. Teachers work closely with social workers,
therapists, and other members of staff, and parents are involved
in so much of what the school does. Our students are diverse
and will go on to do a variety of things when they graduate. The
whole team works hard to ensure that they are well equipped
for life after Po Kwong. As an English teacher, | hope to play my
own small part in this. | try to harness the students' enthusiasm
for English, whilst providing authentic practice that will help
prepare them to use the language in a way that is practical,
either in their future job or their journey towards a more
independent life.

| am continually impressed by the attitude and progress of
our students. Many of them face significant challenges, so it is
vital that we recognise their abilities and focus on their various
strengths. | believe it's important to recognise their learning
journeys and to share their successes, of which there are many.
As more people in society become aware of their stories and
what they can do, we hope that more respect will be granted to
them, and that more opportunities will follow as a result.

Over the last thirty years, Po Kwong has played an
important role in Hong Kong's understanding of special needs
education. Our school continues to raise awareness of what
individuals with intellectual disabilities are capable of, and it
works hard to improve the opportunities open to them upon
graduation. We can be confident that the school will continue its
positive work well into the future.

//

Mr Portman talked with students
during recess time

Season's greelings - Santa Claus
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Knowledge Exchange

Lecturer in Faculty of Education (HKU) Ms Kit Chan

Each visit to the school signifies a very different but valuable experience for
pre-service student teachers at The University of Hong Kong, from exposure and
understanding of students with special educational needs (SEN) to widening their experiences
of effective evidence-based teaching techniques. For undergraduate students, the visit to the
school in the past five years has continuously been an eye-opening experience. They appreciate
the opportunity to interact with the students and witness how students "actively participate in the
games" (BEdBSoSc student, 2019). Their perception and mindset changed with authentic interaction
opportunities. All students regarded the schoal visit as "wonderful and a practical way for them to
link up theories learned" (BEdBSoSc students, 2017, 2018, 2019). Like the movie Distinction, some
students took initiatives to become regular volunteers either in the school or to work with children with
SEN. For Post Graduate Diploma in Education Programme (PGDE)
students, the school has her door opened to enrich their teaching
experiences. Through teaching students functional English during
the summer, the University's PGDE students has extended their
inclusive school teaching experiences. Opportunities to use the
TEACCH approach, which the school is famous at, allow the
PGDE students to apply the techniques in their teaching. The
school has taken an essential role of nurturing future teachers,
educating the public, and promoting the right attitude towards
students with SEN. | am thankful for such a strong link between
the school and the University.
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